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ﬂ,ﬂ#‘&g‘_’ HELL DIGGERS &

Byron Morgan. /

Picturisation by Byron Morgan v

Directed by ¥rank Urson ¥ -

Teddy Darman, construction superintendent of the great Continental
Gold Dredging Company, a typical dredgeman, measuring success by the
yardage his boats dig, computing efficiency by the'nnmber e_g. fertile
acres his ever-hungry dredges destroy, finds that the -v.ry'ﬁlni‘ind.
of his success threatens to wreck his own happiness. For Dflrl Wade ,
the daughter of a farmer, shares the farming community's bitter hatred
of the dredges and its dislike of all ar.dgorg'na -~ "Hell Diggers", as
they call them, _ .-...'

0ld John Vade, Dora's father, ,ji‘l 151..1.‘-4.:.: a clan of farmers

who for years have waged molontﬁg war on the gold l.r‘t'asu. ‘huge float-

ing shipe that navigate by digging their own pond as they go, winnowing
the gold from every cubic foot of soil from surface to.bih'm. leaving
behind them the soil at the bottom and the cobblestones piled on top
in windrows twenty-five to forty feet h:lsh, md destroying for all time
the agricultural value of the land --veritable hell diggers.

The farmers, under the leadership of John Wade, have tried to put

'a bill through the Legislature, prohibiting gold dredging, but have

:tailod. They hold a meeting, during mn M ’:I.llp themselvee not
to sell an inch of ground to the Company for &m

The officials of the Continental, on mk+moun’b. are hollg
ing a meeting to celebrate the defeat of the "Wade Bill", !ﬂdr, fresh
from a talk with Dora, tries to show them the nesessity of Gmiulﬁlc
the farmers, but Masters, the mansger, loudly talks him down. “Teddy
is now more determined than ever to cast his lot with the "!ql" MI
Mastere calls them, He begins to see the destruction

dredges through the farmers' eyes, and sets to work on Mﬂ' a
re-poiling dredge.
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He perfects his plans and, determined to give the Company every
ch’mo. takes them to Masters. <{he manager is out, but Hoskins, the
book~keeper, takes him to a safe and shows him a shelf full of si-
milar plans. Ht;skina tells him the Continental Company has bought
every plan submitted, and then consigned them to oblivion. -

Teddy is staggered. The evidence is unmistakable. The company
has had in ite hands for some time the rmdy to n?op the destraetion
of the land, but rather than go to the additional expense, has purchas-
ed and hidden the designs. Teddy hurriedly checks over the drawings,
finds none of them confliets with his design, takes his own roll of
plans and leaves the office. <“The regensration of Teddy Darman, Hell
Digger, is complete.

Disheartened and disgusted, leddy takee® his plamns to John Wade,
his most bitter enemy. The farmer will have none of them, until
his daughter Dora intervenes, begging her father to give .'!Ow'l
chance,

The farmers, fortified by Teddy's blue-prints, deliver their
ultimatum to Masters, and give him three days for his answer.

On the third day Masters, as yet unaware of Teddy's ‘change of
heart, calls Teddy and reveals to him a 'ﬁﬁc-np' for the benefit of
the farmers. He and Teddy are to be quarreling when the farmers
arrive; teddy is to "wallop"” him gently; Masters is to fire Teddy, who
will then be employed by the farmers to build their dredge - so that
it will never work. Teddy seems to ngrod to the plan.

The farmers arrive; teddy and Masters quatrel, them fight. But
it is real on T-day'al part, and the "wallop" he gives Masters is far
from gentle, Teddy is now openly affiliated with tﬁe farmers.

Masters still has a trump ocard up his sluﬁ. He points out to
Mr. Rennie, President of the Continental, th:'lt the farmers will have
to mortgage their lands in order to build the dredge - and that if
the company holds their mortgages, the farmers' hands will be tied no




matter what they do. President Rennie oa.llb\_grwby Walch, an un-
serupulous money-lender and banker, and tells him the situation.

Walech goes to the meeting at which the farmers organize their company,
and offers to lend them money. ;

The dredge is built and dedicated, Dora christening it, and
Teddy starting it.

In the meantime, Hoskins, the book-hcpér, in sympathy with Ted-
dy and the farmers, finds a letter from Walch to Masters, giving a com
plete 1ist of the farmers whose mortgages his bank holds. Hoskins
takes it te Teddy and Wade, and it is decided to run the dredge night
and day until enough gold is dredged to pay off the morigages. A h
guard is planted at the gang-plank of the "boat" with instructions to
let no one aboard without a pass. Searchlights play about the surround
ing field all night, _

But Masters is not yet through. He hires a crook, who goes that
night to plamt a bomb where the bucket-lins will pick it up. Teddy,
who is on guard at the dredge that night, sees Masters prowling about,
but as he is on the road, Teddy has no definite quarrel with him, and
is forced to let him go. :

As is planned, the bucket-line picks up the bomb; it explades
and the dredge is wrecked, most of the machinery going to the bot-
tom of the pond. Nome of the men are injured, hovever.

Wade, realizing that violence will not resfore the wrecked
dredge, decided to sacrifice his farm to save ilu rest of the valley. .

So, while Teddy and the farmers are searching for Masters, he trich_____.’

Rennie into buying his farm for $50,000 - enough to rebuild the dredge.
Teddy and the farmers locate Masters on #3 dredge and battle to
board the dredge, which, at the beginning of the attack has been con-
verted into s floating fortress. 3
Masters phones to Rennie and slso the sheriff for sid. The

sheriff starts for the dredge, followed by Remnie and Wade.
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